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òNEW YEAR OPEN HOUSEó 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28th, 2012  from 2 - 4 pm 
DROP BY THE HALL OF FAME TO SEE WHATôS NEW FOR THE NEW YEAR 

SPORTS HALL OF FAME HAPPENINGS  
 

Over the past few months  a number of 

events and happenings have been hosted by 

your regional Sports Hall of Fame. Our 

30th Anniversary Induction Ceremonies 

saw the honouring of three outstanding 

athletes, two builders and a national 

championship team. We have welcomed 

school and community groups, local 

citizens and tourists from around the world, 

providing them the opportunity to learn 

about our rich and proud sports history 

through the various displays set up in our 

sports heritage centre. One of those visitors 

was none other than The Right Honourable 

Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada who stopped by for a tour and the chance to 

meet some of our Inductees, including Rick Lang and Domenic Filane (pictured above). 

This was indeed a great honour for our organization and a very special moment for our 

volunteers, staff and Inductees who were on hand to proudly welcome him to our facility.   
 

As we kick off our 2012 fundraising year we look forward to the continued support of the 

many people whose contributions allow us to raise the necessary funds to keep our doors 

open, which is a growing challenge from year to year. At this time of year we ask for 

support through such things as the purchase of a membership, making a tax-deductible 

financial donation, making a monthly pledge or purchasing a Fame 600 Club Lottery 

ticket. During the upcoming year we are also introducing a new fundraising venture and 

enhancing an existing one. On Thursday, February 23rd, 2012 we will be hosting our 

first-ever Two-Bit Auction at the Columbus Centre. On Monday, July 23rd we will be 

holding our 25th Anniversary Golf Tournament at the Fort William Country Club.   
 

The upcoming year will see another special anniversary with June 25th, 2012 marking 35 

years since the election of the Hall of Fameôs first Board of Directors. Over the years our 

volunteers and staff have worked hard to preserve and celebrate our regionôs sports 

heritage. We look forward to continuing to serve the public as a tourist attraction, citizen 

recognition centre and as the keepers of our sporting past for future generations to come. 



Hall of Fame 

In Memoriam 
 

Jeff Backen (ó05) 

Fred Bragnalo (ó10) 

Pete Commisso (ó83) 

Ray Cousineau (ó98) 

George Durica (ó83) 

E.A. óDocô Johnson (ó84) 

Ralph LeBlanc (ó87) 

Dennis Maronese (ó91) 

Floyd Romano (ó87) 

Sherry Wishart (ó83) 

Al Zahodnik (ó87) 
 

Our sincere condolences to 

their family and friends. 

Their legend will live on in 

the Sports Hall of Fameé 
 

Memorial Donations 
& 

Planned Giving 
Memorial Donations 

and Planned Gifts 

are gratefully accepted 

and are added to the 

Sports Hall of Fame 
 

'Foundation Fund'  
 

which is utilized for 

special projects  

to preserve and honour 

our region's sports heritage. 

 
2012 Membership 

Drive  

óJoin Our Teamô 
 

Individual: $25  
Family: $40  

Business/Organization:  $60 

NAMES IN THE NEWS 
 

The Hall of Fame welcomes Shannon Harris & Rob Murphy to the Board, and all 

of our returning volunteer Board members and extends thanks to retiring members 

Rob Cameron & Marilyn Desserre. 
 
 

The Hall of Fame was fortunate to have 

two students join our team this 

summer. Tara Allaire and Derek 

Daniher conducted personal interviews 

with many of our Honoured Members 

producing numerous oral histories.  

They also produced a video to celebrate 

the Hallôs 30th Annual Induction 

Ceremonies that premiered at the  

event, to great acclaim. Thanks to the 

Government of Ontario and the 

Summer Experience Program (SEP), 

and the Canadian Government and the 

Canada Summer Jobs (CSJ) grant programs for making these positions possible.  

 
 

Culture Days Celebrates Local Authorôs Tribute to 
Hall of Fame Member Bruce Gamble  

 

On October 1st the Hall of Fame was full to the capacity for the 

launch of Gamble in Goal -  Bruce Gambleôs life in hockey, a 

wonderful account of this Hall of Famerôs life, penned by local 

historian David Nicholson.  Born in Port Arthur, Bruce had a 14 

year career in the NHL and saw action with such teams as the 

New York Rangers, Boston Bruins, Toronto Maple Leafs and 

Philadelphia Flyers. Copies of this local sports history book can 

be purchased at the Sports Hall of Fame and will make a great 

gift for that sports fan in your life.  

 

The Chronicle -Journal Sports Heritage Column  
 

Hall of Fame Executive Director, Diane Imrie, has a new column in The Chronicle-

Journal. Called Where Legends Live On, the column will appear every second 

Thursday of the month and will highlight moments from our sporting past. 

 

 

2012 FAME 600 CLUB DRAW - ON SALE NOW!  

Get your ticket today from a Board Member, volunteer ticket seller  
or drop by/call the Sports Hall of Fame at 622 -2852. 

 

50 Chances for $50   $10,500 in total cash prizes to be won 
Only 600 tickets available for sale. 

Northwestern Ontario Sports Hall of Fame 
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HALL OF FAME NOMINATION DEADLINE  January 31, 2012  
Nominate an Athlete, Builder or Team  

Forms may be picked up or downloaded from our website. Call (807) 622-2852 for further details. 



Sports Hall of Fame 

Educational  

Programs  
 

The Sports Hall of Fame 
provides programming 
for a variety of groups. 

 
We welcome 

school classes,  
service groups,  

day camps,  
sports teams  

and 
organizations  
to our facility. 

 

CALL or EMAIL 
to discuss 

programming 
opportunities 

(807) 622-2852 
nwosport@tbaytel.net 

Northwestern Ontario Sports Hall of Fame 
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Visit the 
Sports Hall of Fame 

 
 

Tuesday to Saturday 
noon to 5 pm 

SPORTS HERITAGE PROGRAMMING  
School groups, sports teams and community organizations continue to utilize the 

Hall of Fame as a wonderful resource to learn about, and celebrate, our proud sports 

heritage. In addition to the programs and tours offered at the Hall of Fame, educators 

can also utilize our Sports Heritage Education Resource Kit which is available on

-line at the Hallôs website and provides classroom activities for various grade levels. 

Book your school program or group tour today by calling 622-2852. 

Outreach presentations for community groups are also available upon request. 

CHECK US OUT ON THE WEB 
 

           Website:  
 

www.nwosportshalloffame.com  
 

 

Facebook  
Group:  

 

NWO Sports Hall of Fame 
and Museum  

 

Channel:  
nwosport  

30th Annual Induction Ceremonies  

An Evening in Honour of Sports Excellence  

Over 250 people were on 

hand to welcome in the 

Class of 2011 at the 30th 

A n n u a l  I n d u c t i o n 

Ceremonies held at the 

Valhalla Inn on September 24th. This celebration of our regionôs proud sports 

heritage welcomed the fans, family & friends of our 2011 Inductees, as well as, a 

number of dignitaries and past Honoured Members. Congratulations to our newest 

Inductees including Athletes Tom Alexander, Rick Bragnalo, Scott 

Timmermann and Builders, Don Gale and Lyn McIntosh and the members of the 

Hackner Senior Menôs Curling Rink (2006 Canadian Champions & 2007 

World Silver Medallists).  
 

Thank you to the Hall of Fame staff and volunteers for working so hard to make this 

a first class event. Special thanks  to John Zupan (J-D Video Recording), Jarron 

Childs (Superior Images), Bryan Wyatt (Dougall Media), Jim & Josie Vaillant 

(Vaillant Florists) and The Chronicle-Journal for their ongoing support with the 

donation of their valuable time and talents.  

L-R: Rick Bragnalo, Don Gale, 
Scott Timmermann, Al Laine,  
Al Hackner, Rick Lang,  
Brian Adams Sr.  
In front: Elaine Powell
(representing Tom Alexander), 
Lyn McIntosh. 

 (photo by: Jarron Childs) 

The members of the 
Thunder Bay AAA Kings 
Pee Wee hockey team 
had the opportunity to 
meet and hear from 
�I�R�U�P�H�U���1�+�/�¶�H�U���D�Q�G���&�D�O�G�H�U��
Award winner 
Pentti Lund during a 
program at the Hall of 
Fame. 


